Press release – 12 January 2017

Danone deepens commitment to the circular economy
through global partnership with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation
Danone and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation today announce a partnership aimed at
accelerating the global transition to a circular economy.
For decades, conventional supply chains have been linear; taking, making and disposing of
resources often to landfill. With the global population set to reach nine billion by 2050, access
to quality food and water is becoming an increasing challenge.
Founded in 2010 by renowned yachtswoman, Dame Ellen MacArthur, the Foundation works
to accelerate the transition to a circular economy, collaborating with businesses,
government and academia to build a framework for an economy that is restorative and
regenerative by design.
As the Foundation’s ninth Global Partner, Danone will embark on a three-year partnership to
further embed circular economy principles both inside and outside Danone. It marks an
important step in Danone’s quest to produce quality products that preserve natural
resources cycles, while also enabling future growth for the business.
Through this partnership, Danone’s teams will access extensive education and training
through the Ellen MacArthur Foundation to generate widespread understanding of the
circular economy and drive behavioural change. The Foundation will advise and support
Danone central and local teams in their effort to transition brands toward circular economy.
Danone will also become a Core Partner in the Foundation’s New Plastics Economy Initiative,
leveraging cross-sector collaboration to re-think and re-design the future of plastics, starting
with packaging. Danone’s participation in this initiative will contribute to the company’s
efforts to co-build the circular economy of packaging by sourcing sustainable materials and
creating a second life for all plastics, as outlined in the company’s Packaging Policy released
in November last year.
Danone Executive Vice President of Strategic Resource Cycles, Pascal De Petrini, said: “At
Danone we are committed to treasure every single drop of water or milk or every gram of
plastic. Over the past years, we have been transforming our approach, and are convinced
that systemic change is key to foster sustainable business growth and preserve natural
resource cycles. Working with EMF will allow us to accelerate our shift to a more circular
value chain while continuing to bring health through food to as many people as possible.”
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Ellen MacArthur Foundation Founder, Dame Ellen MacArthur, said: “We are delighted to
welcome Danone to share our vision of system wide change towards a more circular
economy. As one of the world’s leading food companies, Danone brings a wealth of
knowledge and expertise of a sector which is critically important, and we will work together
to help develop solutions that increasingly decouple production from the consumption of
finite resources.”

About Danone (www.danone.com)

Dedicated to bringing health through food to as many people as possible, Danone is a leading global food
company built on four business lines: Fresh Dairy Products, Early Life Nutrition, Waters and Medical Nutrition.
Through its mission and dual commitment to business success and social progress, the company aims to build
a healthier future, thanks to better health, better lives and a better world, for all its stakeholders—its 100,000
employees, consumers, customers, suppliers, shareholders and all the communities with which it engages.
Present in over 130 markets, Danone generated sales of €22.4 billion in 2015, with more than half in emerging
countries. Danone’s brand portfolio includes both international brands (Activia, Actimel, Danette, Danonino,
Danio, evian, Volvic, Nutrilon/Aptamil, Nutricia) and local brands (Oikos, Prostokvashino, Aqua, Bonafont,
Mizone, Blédina, Cow & Gate).
Listed on Euronext Paris and on the OTCQX market via an ADR (American Depositary Receipt) program,
Danone is a component stock of leading social responsibility indexes including the Dow Jones Sustainability
Indexes, Vigeo, the Ethibel Sustainability Index and the FTSE4Good Index.

About The Ellen McArthur Foundation (www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.com)

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation was created in 2010 to accelerate the transition to a circular economy. The
Foundation works across five areas: insight and analysis, business and government, education and training,
systemic initiatives, and communication. With its Knowledge Partners (Arup, IDEO, McKinsey & Co., and
SYSTEMIQ), the Foundation works to quantify the economic opportunity of a more circular model and to
develop approaches for capturing its value. The Foundation collaborates with its Global Partners (Cisco,
Danone, Google, H&M, Intesa Sanpaolo, NIKE, Inc., Philips, Renault, Unilever), and its CE100 network
(businesses, universities, emerging innovators, governments, cities and affiliate organisations), to build
capacity, explore collaboration opportunities and to develop circular business initiatives. The Foundation has
created global teaching, learning and training platforms on the circular economy, encompassing work with
leading universities, schools and colleges, and online events such as the Disruptive Innovation Festival. By
establishing platforms such as the New Plastics Economy initiative, the Foundation works to transform key
material flows, applying a global, cross-sectoral, cross value chain approach that aims to effect systems
change. The Foundation promotes the idea of a circular economy via research reports, case studies and
books series, using multiple channels, web and social media platforms, including Circulatenews.org which
provides a leading online source for circular economy news and insight.
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